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RESOLUTIONS 


INTENDED  FOR 

The  Inspection  of  the  prefent  Delegates 
of  the  People  of  Virginia^  now  in  Con¬ 
vention. 

• 

It  IS  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate  to 
confider  himfelf  as  a6ling  for  the  whole  community,  and 
obliged  to  fupport  its  dignity,  and  afllgn  to  the  people, 
v.'ith  juftice,  their  various  rights,  as  he  would  be  faithful 
to  the  great  truft  repofed  in  him. 

Cicero’s  Of.  B.  1. 


By  a  Native,  and  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgefles. 
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THE  PREFACE  OF  THE  EtilTOilSe 

THE  followmg  piece  was  intended  to  cou’- 
noey  to  the  late  meeting  /^DELEGATES 
the  fentiments  of  one  oj  their  body,  whofe  per- 
fonal  attendance  was  prevented  by  an  acci-- 
dental  illnefs.  In  it  the  fources  ofonr  pre-- 
fent  unhappy  differences  are  traced  with  fitch 
faithful  accuracy y  and  the  opinions  entertained 
by  every  free  American  expreffed  with  fuch  a 
manly  firmnefs^  that  it  muf  be  pleafirig  to  the 
prefenty  and  may  be  ufeful  to  future  ages.  It 
will  evince  tb  the  world  the  moderation  of  our 
late  conventioUy  who  have  only  touched  with 
tendernefs  many  of  the  claims  inffed  on  in  this 
pamphlet,  though  every  heart  acknowledged 
their  jufice.  Without  the  knowledge  oJ  the 
author,  we  have  ventured  to  communicate  his 
fentiments  to  the  public  \  who  have  certainly 
a  right  to  know  what  the  beft  and  wijejl  of 
their  members  have  thought  on  a  fubjeci  in 
which  they  are fo  deeply  inter ejied^ 


t 


TO  THE 


K  I  N  G. 


S  I  R, 

HERE  is  not  a  man  of  thought, 


•A  in  the  whole  nation,  who  does 
not  efpoufe  bad  meafures  from  bad 
principles,  but  is  juftly  alarmed,  and 
ferioufly  anxious,  for  the  common 
good.  Affairs  of  fuch  magnitude  now- 
employ  the  public  attention,  as  feena 
to  in-volve  in  them  the  Jate  of  Empire, 
The  times  are  big  with  great  events. 
What  will  be  the  confequence,  it  is  not 
in  human  fagacity  to  foretel.  But  if 
the  fame  fyftem  be  purfued,  -which 
for  a  long  time  hath  employed  the  at¬ 
tention  of  your  Majefty’s  minifters. 
they  ought  to  tremble  for  their  heads. 

The  prefent  contentions  with  Ame- 

i 

rica,  if  not  foon  happily  terminated, 


inuft 


(  Vi  ) 

muft  end  in  fucli  fcencs  of  troublcj 
bloodflied,  and  devaftation,  which,  in 
contemplation  alone,  fliock  ns  with 
horror.  But  little  time  remains  for 
deliberation,  or'  choice  :  a  blow  will 
lead  on  to  the  decifive  fcene  ;  and  the 
fword  mufl  end  what  tyranny  began. 
This  sera  of  your  Majefty’s  reign  is 
likely  to  be  marked  with  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  charafters.  It  is  impoffible  for 
fubjefts  to  Hand  by  idle,  unaffefted 
fpeftators,  when  they  fee  their  Sove¬ 
reign,  and  themfelves,  nearly  involved 
in  diftreffes,  which,  for*  ought  he  can 
forefee,  may  end  in  the  ruin  of  both ; 
you,  Sir!  may  lofe  your  fovereignty  and 
honour ;  we,  our  liberties,  fortunes, 
and  lives. 

The  charge  of  prefumption  upon  in¬ 
dividuals,  for  fpeaking  freely  upon 
thefe  important  things,  is  at  once  ta¬ 
ken  off,  by  the  evidence  of  the  things 
themfelves,  and  the  tranfcendant  in- 
tereft  that  every  man  has  in  them.  Of 
the  modes  of  carrying  on  the  weighty 
^  .  affairs 
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affairs  of  ftate;  of  the  artifice,  cunning, 
addrefs,  and  fubtilty  of  courts,  it  is  the 
general  lot  to  be  ignorant :  but  of  the 
great  principles  of  government,  efpecially 
of  this  free  ftate,  of  thofe  laws,  and 
proceedings,  that  are  either  fubverfive, 
or  corroborative  of  the  fyllem,  many 
are  as  able  to  judge  as  any  minifter 
employed  in  your  Majefty's  fervice. 
Thefe,  with  the  firft  laws  of  nature, 
the  prerogatives  of  man  in  human  fo- 
ciety,  with  the  facred  and  immutable 
laws  of  juftice,  equity,  moderation, 
and  wifdom,  men  fully  underfland, 
who  were  never  tutored,  or  well  receiv^ 
ed  at  court ;  where  indeed,  for  the  mofl 
part,  men  are  more  likely  to  lofe  than 
gain,  accurate  ideas  of  thefe  things. 
They  are  not  among  the  arcana  im¬ 
perii  :  we  can  judge  of  them  ;  and 
have  a  fair,  undoubted,  conftitutionai 
right,  as  free  fubjedfs,  who  claim  li¬ 
berty  by  birth-right,  and  enjoy  it  by 
the  laws,  to  apply  thefe  principles  to 
the  prefent  condudl  of  your  Majefly’s 


•.  %  • 
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miniilers.  ^  And,  in  juftice  bound  to 
our  country,  and  ourfelves,  and  that 
fidelity  v/e  owe^  Sir,  to  you,  as  our  So¬ 
vereign,  we  openly  declare,  that  the 
whole,  proceedings  againft  our  brethren 
in  America,  who  are  entitled,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  ourfelves,  to  the  privileges 
of  men,  and  the  liberties,  franchifes, 
and  protection  of  Engliftimen,  are  in 
open  violation  of  the  natural  laws  of 
equity  and  juftice  ;  and  unparalleled 
iafra&ions  upon,  the  principles,  and 
promulgated  laws  of  this  free  ftate  : 
not  to  fay,  ’  that  every  idea  of  good 
policy  is  facrificed  to  maintain  and 
inforce  the  moft  vicious  and  dangerous 
fyftem^  that  ever  infatuated  defpots 
purfued. 

Fruitlefs  were  the  hopes  that  thefe 
few  pages  will  effecfl,  what  the  fageft 
counfels,  the  moft  confummate  wif- 
dom,  and  plaineft  rcmonftrances,  of 
fome  of  the  wifeft,  and  beft  men,  of 
the  prefent  age,  have  not  been  able 
IP  accompliili.  Eat  if  the  perufal, 

either 


IX 

either  by  your  Majefly,  or  your  mi 
niflers,  fliould,  for  a  moment,  fufpend 
the  fatal  counfels,  or  defigns  which  arc 
now  taking,  or  feera  fyftematically 
planned  to  overturn  American  Liber¬ 
ty,  I  fliali  think  my  labours  well  re¬ 
warded.  God  is  my  witnefs,  that  I 
write  not  thefe  things  to  excite  fedition, 
or  ftir  up  rebellion  :  I  flaould  deem  my 
life  well  difpofed  of,  if,  by  the  facri- 
fice,  your  Majefty  could  learn  the  wif- 
dom  of  righteous  government,  and 
your  minifters  be  taught  to  counfel 
good  things.  Happy  fhould  I  be  to 
convince  your  Majefty,  where  legal  au¬ 
thority  ends,  and  tyranny  begins  ;  and 
that  your  dignity  alone  confifts  in  the 
happinefs  of  your  fubjefts  ;  and  that 


"  “to 


when  virtue  and  juftice  forfake  your 
councils,  error  and  ruin  mull  incvit« 
ably  enfue.  With  your  Majefty’s  mi¬ 
nifters  we  can  keep  no  longer.  If  at 
any  time  we  pitied  their  innocent  in¬ 
firmities,  that  pity  has  long  ago  been 
converted  into  abhorrence  from  the 
wickednefs  of  the\r  counfels,  and  the 

a  injuftice 
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injuflice  of  their  deeds.  By  their 
breaches  upon  your  prerogative,  Sir  ! 
they  have  brok.en  down  the  legal  bar¬ 
riers  of  the  conftiiution,  and  deilroyed 
the  diftin6lions  of  government  ;  they 
have  changed,  or  attempted  to  change 
lawful  poffeffion  into  arbitrary  domi¬ 
nion  I  and,  in  the  mad  career,  they 
may  endeavour  to  mate  their  Sovereign 
difpenfe  with  every  thing  that  entitles 
him  to  obedience  ;  and,  by  this  means-, 
convert  the  firlt  duty  of  fubjedls  into 
an  oppofition,  which  the  great,  and 
primary  law  ol  nature,  felf-defcnce, 
makes  neceffary.  Thofe  cruel,  in-ex- 
pedient,  tyrannical  meafures,  which 
firft  they  adopted,  refpedling  America, 
notwithftanding  the  perilous  circum- 
ftanccs  into  which  they  have  brought 
both  the  colonies,  and  our  own  coun¬ 
try,  they  carry  violently  on  ;  as  if  they 
could  perfuade  us  that  perfeverance  was 
integrity ;  and  open  oppreflion,  itate 
neceflity.  ,  Their  fyftem  is  not  only 
manifeftly  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 

this  ftate ;  but  it  runs  counter  to  the 

whole 


^ ' 


(  xi  ) 

whole  llream  of  authority,  and  ex¬ 
amples  derived  from  the  various  hif- 
tories  of  the  feveral  flares  of  the  world. 
From  them,  they  ought  to  have  learn¬ 
ed  that  confidence  is  the  firft,  and 
flrongeft  principle  of  obedience ;  and, 
which  once  loft,  is  feldom  recovered  ; 
and  that  almoft  all  ftruggles  for 
liberty,  againft  violence,  and  op- 
preffion,  have  been  been  crowned  with 
fuccefs ;  and,  without  impiety,  y^hac- 
ever  dodlrines  concerning  Providence 
may  prevail  at  court,  we  attribute  fuch 
fuccefs  to  the  interpofition  of  Ileaven : 
and  to  Pleaven  the  Americans  now  ap- 

M. 

peal.  And,  would  to  God  that  any 
accommodations  could  foften  thofe  ri¬ 
gours  which  your  Majefty’s  mini- 
Iters  feemed  determined  to  piirfue. 
But  it  feems  that  no  equivalent  but  Li¬ 
berty,  will  be  deemed  a fufficient  fatisf action 
for  the  affronts  which  the  honeft  ftrug¬ 
gles  for  freedom  have  given  :  under  the 
pretence  of  lav/,  natural  juftice  and 
equity  fall  defeated  ;  and  the  conftitu- 
tion  is  wounded  under  the  fcmblance 


(  ) 

of  a  temporary  cure, — Your  miniflers, 
Sir !  are  total  ftrangcrs  to  thofe  nice 
temperaments  and  allays  to  mitigate 
the  evils  and  maladies  of  the  Hate,  in 
which  much  of  the  wifdom  of  govern¬ 
ment  confifts.  They  drain,  where  they 
ought  to  relax  j  and  think  to  accom- 
plifh  by  exertion,  what  they  want  abi¬ 
lities  to  effect  by  lenient  meafures. — 
They  do  not  fee  thefe  happy  mediums, 
fo  neceflary  in  the  adjuftments  of  great 
affairs  ;  by  which  authority  is  preferved 
on  the  one  hand,  and  allegiance  fe- 
cured  on  the  other,  Thefe  impracti¬ 
cable  men  renounce  all  expedients  but 
power.— They  have  recoiirfe  to  arms, 
v;hen  they  fiiould  feek  only  counfel. — 
They  attempt  that  by  oppreffion,  which 
juftice,  well  adminiftered,  would  more 
effectually  accoiiiplhh  — They  talk 
of  enforcing  the  laws,  when  they  are 
violating  the  conftiiution  :  and  urge  the 
ncceffities  of  date,  when  they  them- 
felves  are  the  authors  of  the  very  ne- 
ccffities  of  which  they  complain.— 
They  are  for  doing  that  in  a  free  date, 

•  j 

-  which 
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which  the  moll  defpotic,  in  like  cir- 
cuftances,  if  wife,  would  carefully  avoid. 
—What  is  there,  Sir !  to  countenance 
fo  ^reat  a  hazard  of  ruining  America, 
and  diftrefling  ourfelves?  of  exciting 
them  to  arms,  and  ourfelves  to  the 
flaughter  of  our  own  fons  ?  have  your 
minifters,  Sir  !  difcovered  mines  of  in- 
exhauftible  riches  in  America,  which 
they  wifla  to  plunder,  to  difcharge  our 
enormous  national  debt  ? — Alas !  they 
will  find  no  other  riches  but  what  a 
llrenuGus  induftry  has  gained  ;  virtue, 
which  the  love  of  Liberty  has  infpired  ; 
and  a  lace  of  men  not  degenerate 
enough  to 'part  with  Freedom  without 
a  noble  llruggle.  Before  their  charters 
were  violated,  their  laws  infringed,  their 
trade  oppreffed,  one  of  their  chief  cities, 
and  its  inhabitants,  profcribed,  and 
military  expeditions  fent  to  awe  and  in¬ 
timidate  them,  their  lives  and  fortunes 
were  at  our  difpofal :  can  fubjedls  offer, 
can  they  give  more  1  I  will  be  bold  to 
declare  to  your  Majefly,.  that  before 
thefe  fatal  proceedings,  no  nation  in 

the 


.  j 
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the  known  hipory  of  the  world,  con- 
fidering  the  growing  flrength,  grandeur, 
and  extent  of  that  mighty  empire,  tho’  de¬ 
pendent,  could  ever  boaft  fuch  confidence 
and  obedience,  as  Great  Britain  did  in 
her  Colonies. — Thefe  are  now  in  danger 
of  being  irrecoverably  loft ,  not  by  their 
defedlion,  but  our  own  unaccountable 
folly. — 'Dens  mlt  ■perdere,  eos  prius 

dementat. 

Your  minifters,  Sir!  as  tyrants  ever 
do,  juftify  their  opprefiions,  by  the  re- 
fiftance  they  have  met  with ;  and  per¬ 
haps  have  iinpofed  upon  their  Prince, 
by  talking  of  the  fatisfa6li®n  which  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  fliould 
receive  upon  their  fuppofed  violation. 
Satisfy,  Sir !  the  dignity  and  honour  of 
the  crown;  but  let  your  minifteis  be¬ 
ware  that  they  do  not  facrifice  your 
crown  to  the  vain,  and  impradlicablc 
fchemes  of  fatisfying  its  honour,  and 
maintaining  its  dignity.-— I  will  boldly 
affirm.  Sir,  that  if  the  dignity  and 

honour  of  the  crown  are  to  be  pur- 

chafed 
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chafed  at  the  rate  your  minifters  feem 
to  eftimate  them,  that  the  price  will  be 
held  too  dear  by  every  good,  and  vir¬ 
tuous  man  in  the  nation. 

And  here,  Sir!  paufe - -difappoint 

your  minifters,  and  gratify  millions  of 
your  fubjefts. — The  Americans  have 
not  as  yet  revolted^^ — They  have  not 

thrown  off  their  allegiance. - Their 

fubmiffion  is  fo  habitual,  that  it  cannot 
eafily  be  difpenfed  with.  Do  them  but 
iiiflke,  and  they  will  efteem  it  an  atff  of 
Grace,  They  will  call  that  a  favour  now,, 
which  hereafter  they  will  claim  as  their 
right.’SNhzi  they  now  demand,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages,  which,  with  all  due  fob- 
miilion,  I  offer  to  your  Majefty,  will 
declare — hitherto  they  have  kept  them- 
felves  within  proper  limits  ;  and  have 
extended  their  requefls  no  farther  than 
they  were  countenanced  by  the  laws, 
and  that  friendly  protedlion,  which, 
from  our  country^  they  had  reafon  to 
expecT.  But  further  oppreflions,  Sir, 
may  probably  change  their  mode  of  fuit. 
Allegiance  will  fometimes  relax  its  fub- 


B 
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miffion.  Wifdom  itfelf  does  not  inter- 
meddle  in  the  regulation  of  extremi¬ 
ties  ;  and  what  can  moderate  the  con- 
dudt  of  defpair? — When  dangers  fur- 
round  men  they  are  not  very  nice  in 
the  methd  of  falvation.  And  the  only 
means  of  extricating  themfelves,  will 
appear  the  right. — When  our  friends 
rife  up  to  opprefs  us,  it- is  pardonable, 
and  juftifiable,  to  throw  ourfelves  into 
the  arms,  even  of  an  enemy,  for  pro- 
teftion. 


I  am, 


With  all  due  fubmiffion, 


and  allegiance, 


Your  Majefly’s  faithful  fubjeiil, 


SUMMARY  VIEW 


OF  THE 

RIGHTS 


0  F  . 

BRITISH  AMERICA,  &c. 

Resolved,  that  it  be  an  inftruc- 
tion  to  the  faid  deputies,  when  af- 
fembled  in  general  congrefs  with  the  de¬ 
puties  from  the  other  ftates  of  Britifli  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  propofe  to  the  faid  congrefs  that  an 
humble  and  dutiful  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  majefty,  begging  leave  to  lay  before 
him,  as  chief  magiftrate  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire,  the  united  complaints  of  his  majefty’s 
fubjedls  in  America ;  complaints  which 

B  are 
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are  excited  by  many  unv/arrantable  en¬ 
croachments  and  ufurpations,  attempted  to 
be  made  by  the  legiflature  of  one  part  of 
the  empire,  upon  thofe  rights  which  God 
and  the  laws  have  given  equally  and  inde¬ 
pendently  to  all.  To  reprefent  to  his  ma- 
jefly,  that  thefe  his  hates  have,  often  indi¬ 
vidually  made  humble  application  to  his 
imperial  throne,  to  obtain,  through  its  in¬ 
tervention,  feme  redrefs  of  their  injured 
rights,  to  none  of  which  was  ever  even  an 
anfwTr  condefeended  :  humbly  to  hope 
that  this  their  joint  addrefs,  penned  in  the 
language  of  truth,  and  diverted  of  thofe  ex- 
preffions  of  fervility  which  would  perfuadc 
his  majerty  that  we  are  afking  favours,  and 
not  rights,  fhall  obtain  from  his  majerty  a 
more  refpedful  acceptance.  And  this  his 
majerty  will  think  we  have  reafon  to  ex- 
ped,  when  he  refleds  that  he  is  no  more 
than  the  chief  officer  of  the  people,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  laws,  and  circumferibed 
with  definite  powers,  to  aflirt  in  working 
the  great  machine  of  government,  ereded 
for  their  ufe,  and  confequently  fubjed  to 
their  fuperintendance.  And  in  order  that 

thefe 


[ 
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thefe  our  rights,  as  well  as  the  invafions  of 
them,  may  be  laid  more  fully  before  his 
majefly,  to  take  a  view  of  them  from  the 
origin  and  firft  fettlement  of  thefe  coun¬ 
tries. 

To  remind  him,  that  our  anceftors,  be¬ 
fore  their  emigration  to  America,  were  the 
free  inhabitants  of  the  Britifli  dominions  in 
Europe,  and  poflelfed  a  right  v/hich  nature 
has  given  to  all  men,  of  departing  from 
the  country  in  which  chance,  not  choice, 
has  placed  them^  of  going  in  quell  of  new 
habitations,  and  of  there  eftabiiSiing  new 
focieties,  under  fuch  laws  and  regulations 
as  to  them  (liall  feeni  moil  likely  to  pro¬ 
mote  public  happinefs.  That  their  Saxon 
anceftors  had,  under  this  univerfal  law,  in 
like  manner  left  their  native  v/ilds  and 
woods  in  the  north  of  Europe-  had  poffefied 
themfelves  of  the  iiland  of  Britain,  then  lefs 
charged  with  inhabitants,  and  had  efla- 


bliflied  there  that  fyftem  of  laws  which  has 


fo  long  been  the  glory  and  protedlion  of 
that  country.  Nor  was  ever  any  claim  of 
fuperiority  or  dependence  afierted  over 
them  by  that  mother  country  from  which 

B  2  they 
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they  had  migrated  ;  and  were  fuch  a  claim 
made,  it  is  believed  that  his  majefty’s  fiib- 
j.eifbs  in  Great  Britain  have  too  firm  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  the  rights  derived  to  them  from 
their  ancefiors,  to  bow  down  the  fo- 
vereignty  to  their  flate  before  fuch  vifio- 
nary  pretenfions.  And  it  is  thought  that 
no  circumftance  has  occurred  to  diftinguifli 
materially  the  Britifli  from  the  Saxon  emi¬ 
gration.  America  was  conquered,  and  her 
fettlements  made,  and  firmly  efcabliflied, 
at  the  expence  of  individuals,  and  not  of 
the  Britilli  public.  Their  own  blood  was 
fpik  in  acquiring  lands  for  their  fettlement  ^ 
their  own  fortunes  expended  in  making 
that  fettlement  eft'edual ;  for  themfelves 
they  fought,  for  themfelves  they  conquered, 
and  for  themfelves  alone  they  have  right 
to  hold.  TIot  a  (hilling  was  ever  iffued 
from  the  public  treafures  of  his  majefty,  or 
his  ancefiors,  for  their  afiiftance,  till  of  very 
,  late  times,  after  the  colonies  had  become 
eftablifiied  on  a  firm  and  permanent  footing. 
That  then,  indeed,  having  become  valuable 
to  Great  Britain  for  her  commercial  purpofes, 
his  parliament  was  pleafed  to  lend  them  af- 

fiftance 
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fiilance  agalnil:  an  enemy,  who  would  fain 
have  drawn  to  herfelf  the  benefits  of  their 
commerce,  to  the  great  aggrandizement  of 
herfelf,  and  danger  of  Great  Britain.  Such 
affiftance,  and  in  fuch  circumflances,  they 
had  often  before  given  to  Portugal,  and 
other  allied  ftates,  with  w'honi  they  carry 
on  a  commercial  intercourfe ;  yet  thefe 
ftates  never  fuppofed,  that  by  calling  in 
her  aid,  they  thereby  fubmitted  themfelves 
to  her  fovereignty.  Had  fuch  terms  been 
propofed,  they  would  have  rejected  them 
with  difdain,  and  trufted  for  better  to  the 
moderation  of  their  enemies,  or  to  a  vi¬ 
gorous  exertion  of  their  own  force.  We 
do  not,  however,  mean  to  under-rate 
thofe  aids,  which  to  us  were  doubtlefs  va¬ 
luable,  on  whatever  principles  granted  j 
but  we  would  fhew  that  they  cannot  give 
a  title  to  that  authority  which  the  Britifii 
parliament  would  arrogate  over  us,  and 
that  they  may  amply  be  repaid  by  our 
giving  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain 
fuch  exclufive  privileges  in  trade  as  may 
be  advantageous  to  them,  and  at  the  fame 
fime  not  too  reftridive  to  ourfcivcs.  That 

fettle- 
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fettlements  having  been  thus  effected  in 
the  wilds  of  America,  the  emigrants 
thought  proper  to  adopt  that  fyftem  of 
laws  under  which  they  had  hitherto  lived 
in  the  mother  country,  and  to  continue 
their  union  with  her  by  fubmitting  them- 
felves  to  the  fame  common  fovereign,  who 
was  thereby  made  the  central  link  connedl- 
ing  the  feveral  parts  of  the  empire  thus 
newly  multiplied. 

But  that  not  long  were  they  permitted, 
how^ever  far  they  thought  themfelves  re¬ 
moved  from  the  hand  of  oppreffion,  to 
hold  undifturbed  the  rights  thus  acquired, 
at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  lofs  of 
their  fortunes.  A  family  of  princes  was 
then  on  the  Britiih  throne,  whofe  treafon- 
able  crimes  againft  their  people  brought 
on  them  afterwards  the  exertion  of  thofe 
facred  and  fovereign  rights  of  punifhment 
referved  in  the  hands  of  the  people  for 
cafes  of  extreme  neceffity,  and  judged  by 
the  conftitution  unfafe  to  be  delegated  to 
any  other  judicature.  While  every  day 
brought  forth  fome  new  and  unjuftifiable 
exertion  of  power  over  their  fubjedts  on 

that 
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•  that  fide  the  water,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pefled  that  thofe  here,  much  lefs  able  at 
that  time  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  defpo- 
tifm,  fiiould  be  exempted  from  injury. 

Accordingly  that  country,  which  had 
been  acquired  by  the  lives,  the  labours, 
and  the  fortunes,  of  individual  adven« 
turers,  was  by  thefe  princes,  at  feveral 
times,  parted  out  and  diftributed  among 
the  favourites  and  ^  followers  of  their  for¬ 
tunes,  and,  by  an  aflumed  right  of  the 
crown  alone,  were  ereded  into  difiind  and 
independent  governments  ;  a  meafure 
which  it  is  believed  his  majefty's  prudence 
and  underftanding  would  prevent  him  from 

*  1632,  Maryland  was  granted  to  lord  Baltimore;  14 
Ch.  II.  Pennfylvania  to  Penn,  and  the  province  of  Ca¬ 
rolina  was  in  the  year  1663  granted  by  letters  patent  of 
his  majedy,  king  Charles  11.  in  the  15th  year  of  his  reign, 
in  propriety,  unto  the  right  honourable  Edward  earl  of 
Clarendon,  George  duke  of  Albemarle,  William  eark 
of  Craven,  John  lord  Berkeley,  Anthony  lord  Afhley,. 
hr  George  Carteret,  fir  JohnColeton,  knight  and  baro¬ 
net,  and  fir  William  Berkeley,  knight  *,  by  which  letters 
patent  the  laws  of  England  were  to  be  in  force  in  Ca¬ 
rolina  :  but  the  lords  proprietors  had  power,  zvit/j  the  con- 
fent  of  the  inhabitants,,  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  better 
government  of  the  faid  province  ;  fo  that  no  money 
could  be  received,  or  law  made,  wdthout  the  confent. 
of  the  inhabitants,  or  their  reprefentatives. 


imi- 


K'J 


)•  i  r 


] 

imitating  at  this  day,  as  no  exercife  of  fucli' 
a  power,  of  dividing  and  difmembering  a 
country,  has  ever  occurred  in  his  majefty’s 
realm  of  England,  though  now  of  very 
ancient'  (landing;  nor  could  it  juftified  or 
acquiefced^  under  there,  or  in  any  other 
part  of  his  majefty's  empire. 

That  the  exercife  of  a  free  trade  with 
all  parts  of  the  world,  pofleffed  by  the 
American  colonifts,  as  of  natural  right,  and: 
which  no  law  of  their  own  had  taken  away 
or  abridged,  was  next  the  objedl  of  unjuflr 
encroachment.  Some  of  the  colonies  hav¬ 
ing  thought  proper  to  continue  the  admi- 
iiMration  of  their  government  in  the  name 
and"  under  the  authority  of  his  majefty 
king  Charles  the  firft,  whom,  notwith- 
Handing  hi's  late  depofition  by  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  England,  they  continued  in 
the'  fovejeignty  of  their  Hate  ;  the  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  commonwealth  took  the 
fame  in  high  offence,  and  affumed  upon 
themfelves  the  pov^er  of  prohibiting  their 
trade  with  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  ex¬ 
cept  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain.  This  arbi- 
trary  aft,  however,  they  foon  recalled,  and  by 
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folemh  treaty,  entered  into  on  the  ilth 
day  of  March,  1651,  between  the  faid 
commonwealth  by  their  commiffioners, 
and  the  colony  of  Virginia  by  their 
houfe  of  burgefles,  it  was  exprefsly  ftipu-* 
lated,  by  the  8th  article  of  the  faid  trea¬ 
ty,  that  they  fhould  have  free  trade 
as  the  people  of  England  do  enjoy  to 
all  places,  and  with  all  nationSj  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  laws  of  that  commonwealth.*' 
But  that,  upon  the  reftoration  of  his  ma- 
jefty  King  Charles  the  Second,  their 
rights  of  free  commerce  fell  once  more  x 

vidtim  to  arbitrary  power }  and  by  feveral 
ads  *  of  his  reign,  as  well  as  of  fome  of 
his  fuccelTors,  the  trade  of  the  colonies 
was  laid  under  fuch  reftridlions,  as  (hew 
what  hopes  they  might  form  from  the 
juftice  of  a  Britilh  parliament,  were  its 
uncontrouled  power  admitted  over  thele 
ftates.  Hiflory  has  informed  us  that  bo-^ 
dies  of  men,  as  well  as  individuals,  are 
fufceptible  of  the  fpirit  of  tyranny.  A 
view  of  thefe  ads  of  parliament  for  regu¬ 
lation,  as  it  has  been  affededly  called,  of 

C  the 

*  12.  c.  2^.  C.  18.  15.  C.  2  C.  I  1  25^  C.  2.  C.  7  7.  S, 
W,  M.  c.  22.  11.  w,  3;  4  Anne.  6,  G.  2.  c.  i|. 
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the  American  trade,  if  all  other  evidence 
were  removed  out  of  the  cafe,  would  un¬ 
deniably  evince  the  truth  of  this  pbferva- 
tiori.  Befides  the -duties  they  impofe  on 
our'articles  of  export  and  import,  they 
prohibit  our  going  to  any  markets  north¬ 
ward  of  Cape  Finefterre,  in  the  kingdom 
of  Spain,  for  the  fale  of  commodities 
which  Great  Britain  will  not  take  from 
us,  and  for  the  purchafe  of  others,  with 
which  {he  cannot  fupply  us,  and  that  for 
no  other  than  the  arbitrary  purpofe's  of 
purchafing  for  themfelves,  by  a  facrifice 
of  our  rights  and  interefts,  certain  privi¬ 
leges  in  their  commerce  with  an  allied 
flate,  who  in  confidence  that  their  exclu- 
iive  trade  with  America  will  be  continu¬ 
ed,  while  the  principles  and  power  of  the 
Britifti  parliament  be  the  fame,  have  in¬ 
dulged-  themfelves.  in  every  exorbitance 
which  their  avarice  could  didlate,  or  our 
neceflities  extort ;  have  raifed  their  com¬ 
modities,  called  for  in  America,  to  the 
double  and  treble  of  what  they  fold  for 
before  fuch.exclufive  privileges  were  given 
them,  and  of  what  better  commodities 
«f  the  fame  kind  would  coft  us  elfewbere, 

and 
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and  at  the  fame  time  give  us  much  lefs 
for  what  we  carry  thither,  than  might  be 
had  at  more  convenient  ports.  That 
thefe  a<fts  prohibit  us  from  carrying  in 
queft  of  other  purchafers  the  furplus  of 
our  tobaccoes  remaining  after  the  con- 
fumptioa  of  Great  Britain  is  fupplied  ;  fd 
that  we  muft  leave  them  with  the  Britifh 
merchant  for  whatever  he  will  pleafe  to 
allow  us,  to' be  by  him  relhipped  to  fo¬ 
reign  markets,  where  he  will  reap  the 
benefits  of  making  fale  of  them  for  full 
yaluc.  That  to  heighten  ftill  the  idea  of 
parliamentary  jufiice,  and  to  fhew  with 
what  moderation  they  are  like  to  exercife 
power,  where  themfelves  are  to  feel  no‘ 
part  of  its  weight,  v/e  take  leave  to  men¬ 
tion  to  his  majefiy  certain  other  ad:s  of 
Britifh  parliament,  by  which  they  would 
prohibit  us  from  manufacturing  for  our 
own  ufe  the  articles  we"  raife  oh  our  owrf 
lands  with  our  own  labour.  By  an'  aCl^ 
paffed  in  the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  majefty  king  George  the  fecond,  an 
American  fubjeClis  forbidden  to  make'a  hat 
for.himfelf  of  the  fur  which  he  has  taken  ^ 

C  2  perhaps 
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perhaps  bn  his  own  foil;  an  inflance  of 
defpotifm  to  which  no  parallel  can  be.p.ra- 
duced  in  the  moft  arbitrary  ages  of  Brif 
ti(h  hiftory.  By  one  other  adt,^  paffed  in 
the  23d  year  of  the  fameireign,  the,  iron 
which  we  make  we  are  forbidden  to  ma^ 
nufadture,  and  heavy  as  that  article  is, 
and  neceflary  in  every  branch  of  hufban^ 
dry,  befides  commiffion  and  infurance, 
we  are  to  pay  freight  for -it  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  freight  for  it  back  again,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fupporting  not  men,  but  -ma)? 
chines,  in  the  ifland  of  .Great  Britain, 

In  the  fame  fpirit  of  equal  and  impartial 
legiflation  is  to  be  viewed  the  adt  of  par-, 
liament,-}-  paffed  in  the  5th  year  of  the 
fame  reign,  by  which  Apierican  lands  are 
made  fubjedl  to  the  demands  of  Britiflh 
creditors,  while  their  own  lands  were  dill 
continued  unanfwerable  for  their  debts  j  , 
from  which  one  of  thefe  conclufions  muft 
necelTarily  follow,  either  that  juftice  is 
not  the  fame  in  America  as  in  Britain,  or 
clfe  that  the  Britilh  parliament  pay  lefs  re^ 
gard  to  it  than  there.  But  that  we  do  not 
point  out  to  his  majefty  the  injuftlceKof 
j  Vi  thefe: 

♦  G.  2.  c.  29.  t  5'  G.  2,  7.  e. 
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thefe  ads, with  intent  to  reft''(Dh_tfiat 
ciple  the  caufe  of  theirahnllity 
fhew  that^;experierice  confirms'  tKehpr<^ 
priety  of  Ihofe  political  principiesi^iu^h'feli 
exempt  us'^from  the  jurifdi(^ion-op  flili 
Bi'itiih  parliament.  The  -true" ground  dtl 
whichiwe  declare  thefe  adlsivoid 

the  Britiih  pari  lament. has  ho  right  to  et- 

ercife  authority  ovef^us.  ■  ''.  b  ■  l 

That  thefe  exercifes^of  ufurped  power 
have  not  been  confined  to  inftances  alone/ 
in  which  themfelves.  were  in te relied; cbut 
they  have  alfo  intermeddled  with  the  're« 
gulation  of  the  internal  affairs "ofdtexo^ 
lonies.  The  a6l  of  the  gth'of  Ahne^tfof: 
eftablifhing  a  poft-office  in  America^  feemsl 
to  have  had  little  connexion  ^witb  BrkifltT 
convenience,  except  that  of  aGOGmmodat:;^_ 
ing  his  majefiy’s  miniflers  ian4 
with  the  fale  of  a  lucrative,  and  i^-eafynoft 


^  10  :)no  nj-n. 
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That  thus  have  we  hAften'edi^  |;hrOug|i^ 
the  reign s  which i,  precededi ;  hisi (t^ajqliy’s;^ 
during  .which  the^  violations  «o|iOur_right^ 
w'e re '  •  J efsr  alarming,  beeatife  s repeated/ 1 
more  dillant  intervMs^than.ithat: rapid 
hold  fucceflion  of  injuries  which  is  likely 
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to  dlftingulfli  the  prefcnt  from  all  other 
periods  of  American  flory.  Scarcely  have 
our  minds  been  able  to  emerge  from  the 
aftonifliment  into  which  one  (Iroke  of  par¬ 
liamentary  thunder  has  involved  us,  be^ 
fore  another  more  heavy,  and  more  alarm¬ 
ing,  is  fallen  on  us.  Single  ads  of  ty¬ 
ranny  may  be  aferibed  to  the  accidental 
opinion  of  a  day ;  but  a  feries  of  oppref- 
fions,  begun  af  a  diflinguifhed  period,  and 
purfued  unalterably  through  every  change 
of  minifters,  too  plainly  prove  a  delibe¬ 
rate  and  fyftematical  plan  of  reducing  /us 
to  flavery. 

That  the  a£l^  paffed  in  the  4th  year  of 
his  majefly’s  reign,  intitled  “An  ad  for 
granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britifli  colo- 
«ies  and  plantations  in  America,  &;c.'' 

One  other  ad-f,  paffed  in  the  5th  year 
of  his  reign,  intitled  “  An  ad  for  grant¬ 
ing  and  applying  certain  ftamp  duties  and 
other  duties  in'  the  Britilh  Colonies  and 

j  * ' 

plantations  in  Arnerica,  &c/' 

One  other  adj,  paffed  in  the  6th  year 
of  his  reign,  intituled,  “  An  ad  for  the 
better  fecuring  thejndependency^  of  his^ 
'  '  "  '  ‘ '  nfaj'cfty 

*  4*  3*  ^5*  f  5*  3 *  ^ 3’  ^ 
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majefly’s  dominions  in  America  upon  the 
crown  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
and  one  other  adl^,  paffcd  in  the  7th  year 
of  his  reign,  intituled,  ‘'An  adl  for 
granting  duties  on  paper,  tea,  &c.”  form 
that  conrieded  chain  of  parliamentary 
ufurpation,  which  has  already  been  the 
fubject  of  frequent  applications  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  and  the  houfes  of  lords  and  com¬ 
mons  of  Great  Britain ;  and  no  anfwers 
<  -  :/ 

having  yet  been  condefcended  to  any  of 
thefe.  We  (hall  not  trouble  his  majcfty 
with  a  repetition  of  the  matters  they  con¬ 
tained. 

But  that  one  other  ad-f-,  paffed  in  the 
fame  7th  year  of  the  reign,  having  been 
a  peculiar  attempt,  muft  ever  require  pe¬ 
culiar  mention  ^  it  is  intituled  “  An  ad: 
for  fufpending  the  legiflature  of  New- 
York/’  One  free  and  independent  legif¬ 
lature  hereby  takes  upon  itfelf  to  fufpend 
the  powers  of  another,  free  and  indepen¬ 
dent  as  itfelf  j  tlius  exhibiting  a*phcenome- 
non  unknown  in  nature,  the  creator  and 
creature  of  its  own  power.  Not  only  the 
principles'of  common  fenfe,  but  the  com¬ 
mon' 

^  7-  G.  3.  t  G..  3.  c. 
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-mon  feelings  of  human  nature,  muft  b 
Turrendered  up  before  his  majefty’s  fub- 
je6ls  here  can  be  perfuaded  to  believe  that 
they  hold  their  political  exiftence  at  the 

will  of  a  Britifli  parliament.  Shall  thefe 
governments  be  diflblved,  their  property 
annihilated,  and  their  people  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  nature,  at  the  imperious  breath 
of  a  body  of  men,  whom  they  never  faw, 
in  whom  they  never  confided,  and  over 
whom  they  have  no  powers  of  punifh- 
ment  or  removal,  let  their  crimes  againft 
the  American  public  be  ever  fo  great  ? 
Can  any  one  reafon  be  affigned  why 
i6o>ooo  eledors  in  the  ifland  of  Great 
Britain  fhould  give  law  to  four  millions  In 
the  flates  of  America,  every  individual 
of  whom  is  equal  to  every  individual  of 
them,  in  virtue,  in  underftanding,  and 
in  bodily  ftrength  ?  Were  this  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  inftead  of  being  a  free  people,  as 
we  have  hitherto  fuppofed,  and  mean  to 
continue  ourfelves,  we  fhould  fuddenly  be 
found  the  flaves,  not  of  one,  but  of  one 
hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  tyrants,  dif- 
tinguifiied  too  from  all  others  by  this  An¬ 
gular  circumftance,  that  they  are  removed 

from 
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from  the  reach  of  fe^r,  the  only  fdftraiil-^ 
ing  motive  which  may  hold  the  hand  of 
a  tyrant* 

That  by  an^  ad:  ^  to  difcontiriue  in 
fuch  manner  and  for  fuch  time  as  are 
therein  mentioned  the  landing  and  dif- 
loding  or  ihipping^  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  at  the  town  and 
within  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  in  the  pro-, 
vince  of  Maflachufetts  Bay,  in  North 
America,”  which  was  pafled  at  the  lad 
feffion  of  Britifh  parliament;  a  large  and 
populous  town,  whofe  trade  was  their 
foie  fubfiftence,  was  deprived  of  that 
trade,  and  involved  in  utter  ruin.  Let  us 
for  a  while  fuppofe  the  queftion  of  right 
fuipended,  in  order  to  examine  this  a(ft 
on  principles  of  juftice  :  An  adt  of  parlia¬ 
ment  had  been  paffed  impofing  duties  on 
teas,  to  be  paid  in  America,  againft  which 
ad:  the  Americans  had  protefted  as  inau- 
thoritative.  The  Eafl:  India  company, 
who  till  that  time  had  never  fent  a  pound 
of  tea  to  America  on  their  own  account, 
iliep  forth  on  that  occafion  the  alTertors  of 
parliamentary  right,  and  fend  hither  many 
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fliLp  loads ‘oT*  that  obnoxious  commodity. 
Tile  maftersiof  their  feveral  vefiels,  how¬ 
ever,  on  their  arrival  in  America,  wifely 
attended  to '/admonition,  and  returned 
with  their  cargoes.  ’  In  the  province  of 
New  England  alone  the^remonflrances  of 
the  people  were  difregarded,  and  a  com¬ 
pliance,  after  being  many ’days  waited  for, 
was  flatly  refufed.  Whether  in  this  the 
mafter  of  the  veffel  was  governed  by  his 
obftinacv,  or  his  inftrudtions,  let  thofe 
who  know,'  fay.  There  are  extraordinary 
fitiiations  which  require  extraordinary  in- 
terpofition...  An  exafperated  people,  who 
feel  that  they  poflefs  power,  are  not  eafily 
retrained  within  limits  firidlly  regular. 
A  number  of  them  afiembled  in  the  town 
of  Boflon,  thx^ew  the  tea  into  the  ocean, 
and  difperfed  without  doing  any  other  adt 
of  violence.  If  in  this  they  did  wrong, 
they  were  known  and  were  amenable  to 
the  laws  of  the  land,  agalnft  which  it  could 
not  be  objedled  that  they  had  ever,  in  any 
infiiance,  been  obftrudled  or  diverted  from 
their  regular  courfe  in  favour  of  popular- 
offenders.  They  fliould  therefore  not 
have  been  diflrufted  on  this  occafion. 
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But  that  ill-fated  colony  had  formerly  been 
bold  in  their  enmities  againfl:  the  houfe 
of  Stuart,  and  were  now  devoted  to  ruin 
by  that  unfeen  hand  which  governs  the 
momentous  affairs  of  this  great  empire. 
On  the  partial  reprefen tation s'  of  a  few 
worthlefs  miniiierial  dependents,  whofe 
conftant  office  it  has  been  to  keep  that 
government  embroiled,  and  who,  by  their 
treacheries,  hope  to  obtain  the  dignity  of 
the  Britifh  knighthood,  without  calling 
for  a  party  accufed,  without  afking  a 
proof,  without  attempting'  a  diftindion. 
between  the  guilty  and  the  innocent,  the 
whole  of  that  ancient  and  w^ealthy  town 
is  in  a  moment  reduced  from  opulence  to 
beggary.  Men  who  had  fpent  their  lives^ 
in  extending  the  Britifh  commerce,  who 
had  in  veiled  in  that  place  the  wealth  their 
honeft  endeavours  had  merited,  found 
themfelves  and  their  families  thrown  at 
once  on  the  world  for  fubfiflence  by  its 
charities.  Not  the  hundredth  part  of  the- 
inhabitants  of  that  town  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  ad  complained  of  3  many* 
of  them  were  in  Great  Britain  and  in 
other  parts  beyond  fea  j  yet  all  were  in- 

D  2  volvcd 
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volvcd  in  one  indifcriminate  ruin,  by  a 
new  executive  power,  unheard  of  till  then, 
that  of  a  Britifh  parliament.  A  property, 
of  the  value  of  many  millions  of  money, 
was  facrificed  to  revenge,  not  repay,  the 
]ofs  of  a  few  thoufands.  This  is  admi-^ 
niftering  juftice  with  a  heavy  hand  in¬ 
deed  !  and  when  is  this  tempeft  to  be 
arrefted  in  its  courfe  ?  Two  wharfs  are 
to  be  opened  again  when  his  majefly  fhall 
think  proper.  The  refidue  which  lined 
the  extenflve  fhores  of  the  bay  of  Bofton 
are  for  ever  interdidled  the  exercife  of 
commerce.  This  little  exception  feems 
to  have  been  thrown  in  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  fetting  a  precedent 
for  invefting  his  majefty  with  legiflative 
powers.  If  the  pulfe  of  his  people  fhall 
beat  calmly  under  this  experiment,  ano¬ 
ther  and  another  will  be  tried,  till  the 
meafure  of  defpotifm  be  filled  up.  It 
would  be  an  inful t  on  common  fenfe  to 
pretend  that  this  exception  was  made  in 
order  to  reftore  its  commerce  to  that  great 
town.  The  trade  which  cannot  be  received 
at  two  wharfs  alone  mull:  of  neceflity  be 
transferred  tp  fome  other  place  ,*  to  which 

it 
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it  will  foon  be  followed  by  that  of  the 
two  wharfs.  Confidered  in  this  lieht,  it 
would  be  an  infolent  and  cruel  mockery 
at  the  annihilation  of  the  town  of  Bollon, 
By  the  adt  ^  for  the '  fuppreffion  of 
riots  and  tumults  in  the  town  of  Boflon, 
paffed  alfo  in  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  a  murder  committed  there  is,  if 
the  governor  pleafes,  to  be  tried  in  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  in  the  ifland  of 
Great  Britain,  by  a  jury  of  Middlefex. 
The  witnefles,  too,  on  receipt  of  fuch  a 
film  as  the  governor  (hall  think  it  reafon- 
able  for  them  to  expend,  are  to  enter  into 
recognizance  to  appear  at  the  trial.  This 
is,  in  other  words,  taxing  them  to  the 
amount  of  their  recognizance,  and  that 
amount  may  be  whatever  a  governor 
pleafes  5  for  who  does  his  majefly  think 
can  be  prevailed  on  to  crofs  the  Atlantic 
for  the  foie  purpofe  of  bearing  evidence' 
to  a  fad?  Hfs  cxpences  are  to  be  borne, 
indeed,  as  they  fliall  be  eftimated  by  a 
governor;  but  who  are  to  feed  the  wife' 

t 

and  children  whom  he  leaves  behind,  and 
who  have  had  no  other  fubfidence  but 
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Ills  dally  labour  ?  Thofe  epidemical  dis¬ 
orders,  too,  lb  terrible  in  a  foreign  climate, 
is  the  cure  of  them  to  be  eflimatcd  among 
the  articles  of  expence,  and  their  danger 
to  be  warded  off  by.  the  almighty  power 
of  parliament  ?  And  the  wretched  crimi¬ 
nal,  if  he  happen  to  have  offended  on 
the  American  fide,  firipped  of  his  privi¬ 
lege  of  trial  by  peers  of  his  vicinage,  re¬ 
moved  from  the  place  where  alone  full 
evidence  could  be  obtained,  without  mo¬ 
ney,  without  counfel,  without  friends, 
without  exculpatory  proof,  is  tried  before 
judges  predetermined  to  condemn.  The 
cowards  who  would  fuffer  a  countryman 
to  be  torn  from  the  bowels  of  their  fo- 
cietv>  in  order  to  be  thus  offered  a  facrifice 
to  parliamentary  tyranny,  would  merit  that 
everlafling  infamy  now  fixed  on  the  au¬ 
thors  of  the  adl !  A  claufe  ^  for  a  fimilar 
purpofe  had  been  introduced  into  an  aSf, 
paffed  in  the  i  2th  year  of  his  majeffy’s 
reign,  intitled,  An  ad  for  the  better 
Securing  and  preferving  his  majefty’s 
dockyards,  magazines,  (hips,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  and  ftores  f '  againft  which,  as 

meriting 
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rnerltins:  the  lame  cenfures,  the  feveral  co- 
lonies  have  already  protefted. 

That  thefe  arc  the  adls  of  power,  af- 
fumed  by  a  body  of  men,  foreign  to  our 
conftitutions,  and  unacknowledged  by  our 
laws,  againft  which  we  do,  on  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Britiih  America,  enter 
this  our  folemn  and  determined  proteftj 
and  we  do  earnehly  intreat  his  majefty, 
as  yet  the  only  mediatory  power  between 
the  feveral  ftates  of  the  Brithii  empire,  to 
recommend  to  his  pailiament  of  Great 
Britain  the  total  revocation  of  thefe  ads, 
which,  however  nugatoi*y  they  be,  may 
yet  prove  the  caiife  of  further  difcontents 
and  jealoulies  among  us. 

That  we  next  proceed  to  confider  the 
condud  of  his  majefty,  as  holding  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  powers  of  the  laws  of  thefe  Bates, 
and  mark  out  his  deviations  from  the  line 
of  duty  :  By  the  conftitution  of  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  of  the  feveral  American 
Bates,  his  majefty  pofteffes  the  power  of 
refufing  to  pafs  into  a  law  any  bill  which 
has  already  paiTed  the  other  two  branches 
of  legillature.  His  majefty,  however, 
and  his  anceftors,  confeious  of  the  impro¬ 
priety 
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priety  of  oppofing  their  fingle  opinion  to 
the  united  wifdom  of  two  houfes  of  par¬ 
liament,  while  their  proceedings  were  iin-* 
biaffed  by  interefled  principles,  for  feveral 
ages  pad  have  modeftly  declined  the  ex- 
ercife  of  this  power  in  that  part-of  his 
empire  called  Great  Britain.  But  by 
change  of  circumftances,  other  principles 
than  thofe  of  judice  limply  have  obtained 
an  influence  on  their  determinations ;  the 
addition  of  new  dates  to  the  Britifli  empire 
has  produced  an  addition  of  new,  and 
fometimes  oppofite  intereds.  It  is  now, 
therefore,  the  great  office  of  his  majefly, 
to  refume  the  exercife  of  his  negative 
power,  and  to  prevent  the  paffage  of  laws 
by  any  one  legiflature  of  the  empire, 
w'hich  might  bear  injurioufly  on  the 
fights  and  intereds  of  another.  Yet 
this  will  not  excufe  the  wanton  exer¬ 
cife  of  this  power  which  we'  have  feen 
his  majedy  pradtife  on  the  laws  of  the 
American  legiflatures.  For  the  mod 

and  fometimes  for 
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no  conceivable  reafon  at  all,  his  ma- 
jedy  has  rejeded  laws'  of  the  niod  fa- 
•lutary  tendency.  The  abolition  of  do- 
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meftic  flavery  is  the  great  objedt  of  defire  in 
thofe  colonies,  where  it  was  unhappily  in¬ 
troduced  in  their  infant  flate*  But  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  enfranchifement  of  the  flaves 
we  have,  it  is  neceflary  to  exclude  all  fur¬ 
ther  importations  from  Africa ;  yet  our 
repeated  attempts  to  efredt  this  by  prohi¬ 
bitions,  and  by  impofing  duties  whici 
might  amount  to  a  prohibition,  have  been 
hitherto  defeated  by  his  majefty’s  negative: 
thus  preferring  the  immediate  advantages 
of  a  few  African  corfairs  to  the  lafting  in- 
terefts  of  the  American  ftates,  and  to  the 
rights  of  human  nature,  deeply  wounded 
by  this  infamous  pradtice.  Nay,  the  Angle 
interpofition  of  an  interelled  individual 
againft  a  law  was  fear  cel  y  ever  known  to 
fail  of  fuccefs,  tho'  in  the  oppofite  fcale 
were  placed  the  interefts  of  a  whole  coun¬ 
try.  That  this  is  fo  fliameful  an  abufe  of 
a  power  trufted  with  his  majefty  for  other 
purpofes,  as  if  not  reformed,  would  call 
for  fome  legal  reftridtions. 

With  equal  inattention  to  the  neceffi- 
ties  of  his  people  here,  has  his  majefty 
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permitted  our  laws  to  lie  neglected  in  Eng¬ 
land  ifor /years,  '  neither  confirming  them^ 
by  his  afient,  nor  annulling  them  by  his 
negative  ^  fo  thatfuchof  them- as  have  no 
lulpending  claule,.  we  hold  on  the  moft 
precarious  of  all  tenures,  his  majefty's  will; 
and  fuch  of  them  as  fufpend  themfelves  till 
his  majefty's  afient  be  obtained,  we  have 
feared,  might  be  called  into  exiftence  at 
fome  future  and  diftant  period,  when  time,, 
and -change  of  circumftances,  fhall  have 
rendered  them  deftr udtive  to  his  people  here.- 
And  to  render  this  grievance  ftill  more  op- 
preflive,his  rhajefl:y,by  his  inflirudtions,  has^ 
laid  Eis  governors  under  fuch  reftridtions,. 
that  they  can  pafs  no  law,  of  any  moment, 
unlefs  it’have  fuch  fufpending  claufe  ;  fo 
that,  however  immediate  may  be  the  call 
for  legiilative  interpofition,  the  law  can¬ 
not  be  executed  till  it  has  twice  crofied 
■  the -  Atlantic,,  by  which  time,  the  evil 
may  have  fpent  its  whole  force. 

But  in  what  terms,  reconcileable  to  ma- 

A 

jeffy,  ahd'at  the  fame  time  to  truth,  feall 

we  Ipeak’of  a  late  iriftnidion  to  his  ma- 
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governor  of  the  colony  of  Virginia, 
by  which  he  is  forbidden  to  allent  to  any 
law  for  the  divilion  of  a  county,  unlefs  the 
new  county  will  confent  to  have  no  repre- 
fentative  in  affcmbly  ?  that  colony  has,  as 
yet,  fixed  no  boundary  to  the  weflward. 
Their  weflern  counties,  therefore,  are  of 
indefinite  extent  j  fome  of  them  are  a.a;Li~ 
.ally  feated  many  hundred  miles  from  their 
eaftern  limits.  Is  it  pofiible,  then,  that 
his  majefty  can  have  bellowed  a  fingle 
thought  on  the  fituation  of  thofe  people, 
who,  in  order  to  obtain  juftice  for  injuries, 
however  great  or  final],  mull,  by  the  laws 
of  tnat  colony,  attend  their  county  court, 
at  fuch  a  diftance,  with  all  their  witnelTes, 
monthly,  til!  their  litigation  be  determin¬ 
ed  ;  or,  does  his  majelty  ferioufiy  wilh, 
and  publilh  it  to  the  world,  that  his  fub- 
jedls  llrould  give  up  the  glorious  right  of 
repreferitation,  with  all  the  benefits  derived 
from  that,  and  fubmit  themfelves  the  ab- 
folute  Haves  of  his  fovereign  will  ?  or,  is  it 
rather  meant  to  confine  the  legiflative  body 
to  their  prefent  numbers,  that  they  may 
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be  tbc  cheaper  bargain  whenever  they 
lhall  become  worth  a  purchafe. 

One  of  the  articles  of  impeachment 
againft  Trefilian,  and  the  other  judges  of 
Weftminfter-hall,  in  the  reign  of  Richard 
the  fecond,  for  which  they  fuffered  death, 
as  traitors  to  their  country,  was,  that  they 
had  advifed  the  king  that  he  might  diffolve 
his  parliament  at  any  time  ;  and  fucceed- 
ing  kings  have  adopted  the  opinion  of  thefe 
unjuft  judges.  Since  the  eflablifbment, 
however,  of  the  Britifh  conflitution,  at 
the  glorious  revolution,  on  its  free  and 
antient  principles,  neither  his  majeflyj-nor 
his  anceftors  have  exercifed  fuch  a  power' 

of  diflblution  in  the  ifland  of  Great  Bri- 

• 

tain ;  and  when  his  majefty  was  peti¬ 
tioned,  by  the  united  voice  of  his  people 
there,  to  diffulve  the  prefen t  p'arliament, 
who  had  become  obnoxious  to  them,  his 
minifters  were  heard  to  declare,  in  open 
parliament,  that  his  majefty  poffefled  no 
fuch  power  by  the  conftitution.  But  how 
different  their  language  and  his  pradlice 

here  !  To  declare,  as  their  duty  required, 
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the  known  rights  of  their  country,  to  op- 
pofe  the  ufurpatlons  of  every  foreign  judi- 
cature,  to  difregard  the  imperious  man¬ 
dates  of  a  minifter  or  governor,  have  been 
the- avowed  caufes  of  dilTolving  houfes  of 
reprefentatives  in  America.  But  if  fuch 
powers  be  really  veftedin  bis  majefty,  can 
he  fuppofe  they  are  there  placed  to  awe  the 
memibers  from  fuch  purpofes  as  thefe  ? 
When  the  reprefentative  body  have  loft  the 
confidence  of  their  conftituents  5  when 
they  have  notorioufly  made  fale  of  their 
'  moft  valuable  rights  ;  when  they  have  af- 
fumed  to  themfelves  powers  which  the 
people  never  put  into  their  hands,  then,, 
indeed,  their  continuing  in  office  becomes 
dangerous  to  the  ftate,  and  calls  for  an  ex« 
ercife  of  the  pov/er  of  diftblution.  Such 
being  the  caules  for  which  the  reprefeti* 
tative  body  fliould,  and  lliould  not,  be  dift 


foived,  will  it  not  appear  ftrange  to  an 
unbiaffed  obferver,  that  that  of  Great  BrG 


tain  was  not  diffolved,  while  thofe  of  the 
colonies  have  repeatedly  incurred  that  fen- 
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But  your  majefty,  or  your  governors, 
have  carried  this  power  beyond  every  li¬ 
mit  known,  or  provided  for,  by  the  laws  : 
after  diflblving  one  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives,  they  have  refufed  to  call  another,  fo 
that,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  the  legif- 
lature  provided  by  the  laws  has  been  out 
of  exiftence.  From  the  nature  of  things, 
-every  fociety  muft  at  all  times  poffefs  within 
itfelf  the  fovereign  powers  of  legiflation.- 
The  feelings  of  human  nature  revolt 
againll  the  fuppofition  of  a  ftate  fo  fitu- 
ated,  as  that  it  may  not,  in  any  emergency, 
provide  againfi:  dangers,  which,  perhaps, 

threaten  immediate  ruin.  While  thofe 

) 

bodies  are  in  exiftence,  to  wdiom  the  people 
have  delegated  the  powers  of  legiflation, 
they  alone  poffefs,  and  may  exercife  thofe 
powers  ;  but  when  they  are  diffolved,  by 
the  lopping  off  one  or  more  of  their 
branches,  the  power  reverts  to  the  people, 
who  mav  exercife  it  to  unlimited  extent, 
either  affembling  together  in  perfon,  fend¬ 
ing  deputies,  or  in  any  other  way  they 
may  think  proper.  We  forbear  to  trace 
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confequences  further ;  the  dangers  arc 
confpicuous  with  which  this  praSice  is 

replete.  '  ‘  . 

That  we  fhall,  at  this  time  alfb^  take 
notice  of  an  error  in  the  nature  of  our 


land  holdings,  which  crept  in  at  -a  very 
early -period  of  our  fettlement.  ‘  The  in¬ 
troduction  of  the  feudal  tenures  into  the 
kingdom  of  England,  tho'  antient,  is  well 
enough  underflood  to  fet  this  matter  in  a 
proper  ‘  light.  In  the  earlier  ages  of  tlie 
Saxon  fettlement,  feudal  holdings  were 
certainly  altogether  unknown;  and  very 
few,  if  any,,  had  been  introduced  at  the 
time  of  the  Norman  conqueft.  Our  Saxon 
anceftors  held  their  lands,  as  they  did 
their  perfonal  property,  in  abfolute  domi« 
nion,  difencumbered  with  any  fuperiorj^ 
anfwering  nearly  to  the  nature  of  thofe 
pofTeffions  which  the  feudalifts  term  alio* 
dial.  William,  the  Norman,  fifft  intro* 
duced  that  fyftem  generally.  The  lands, 
which  ha(i  belonged  to  thofe  who  fell  in 
the  battle  of  Hafiings,  and  in  the  fubfe- 
quenf  mfurreCtioas  of  his  reign,  formed  a 
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confiderable  proportion  of  the  lands  of  the 
whole  kingdom.  Thefe  he  granted  out^ 
fubjedl  to.  feudal  duties,  as  did  he  alfo 
thofe  of  a  great  number  of  his  new  fub- 
jedts,  who,  by^  perfuafions,  or  threats,  wxre 
induced  to  furrender  them  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  .  But^  jftill  much  was  left  in  the 
hands  of  his  Saxon  fubjedts  ;  held  of  no 
fuperior,  and  not  fubjedl  to  feudal  condi¬ 
tions.  Thefe,  therefore,  by  exprefs  laws, 
enadted  to  render  uniform  the  fy  item  of  mi¬ 
litary  defence,  were  made  liable  to  the  fame 
military  duties  as  if  they  had  been  feuds ; 
and  the  Norman  lawyers  foon  found  means 
to  faddle  them  alfo  with  all  the  other  feu- 
dal  burthens.  But  ftill  they  had  not  been 
furrendered  to  the  king ;  they  were  not 
derived  from  his  grant,  and  therefore  they 
were  not  holden  of  him.  A  general  prin¬ 
ciple,  indeed,  was  introduced,  that  “  all 
lands  in  England,  were  held  either  me¬ 
diately,  or  immediately  of  the  crown 
but  this  was  borrowed  from  thofe  hold- 
ings>  which  were  truly  feudal,  and  only 
applied  to  others  for  the  purpofes  of  illuf- 

tration. 
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tration.  Feudal  holdings  were,  therefore, 
but  exceptions  out  of  the  Saxon  laws  of 
polTeffion,  under  which  all  lands  were 
heldn'n  abfolute  right.  Thefe,  therefc--, 
ftill  form  the  bafis  or  ground- work  of  the 
common  law,  to  prevail  wherefoever  the 
exceptions  have  not  taken  place.  Ame¬ 
rica  was  not  conquered  by  William  the 
Norman,  nor  its  lands  furrendered  to  him, ' 
-or  any  of  his  fucceifors.  Poffeffions  there, 
are  undoubtedly  of  the  allodial  nature.  Our 
anceftors,  however,  who  migrated  hither, 
v/ere  farmers,  not  lawyers.  '  The  fiditious 
principle,  that  all  lands  belong  originally 
to  the  king,  they  were  early  perfua.ded  to 
believe  real  and  accordingly  took  "grants 


of  their  own  lands  from,  the  crown.  And 
while  the  crown  continued  to  grant  for 


fmall  films,  and  on/eafonable' rents,  there 
was  no  inducement  to^  arreft  the  error, 

■i.  --  -  i  i  .  ^  si  'i  ,  ,  f 

and  lay  it  open  to  public  view.  But  his 
majeily  has  lately  taken  on  him  to  advance 


the  terms  of  purchafe,  and  of  holding  to 
the  double  of  what  they  were  ;  by  which 
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means,  the  acqulfition  of  lands  being  ren¬ 
dered  difficult,  the  population  of  our  coun¬ 
try  is  likely  to  be  checked.  It  is  time, 
therefore,  for  us  to  lay  this  matter  before 
his  majefty,  and  to  declare  that  he  has  no 
right  to  grant  lands  of  himfelf.  F rom  the 
nature  and  purpofe  of  civil  inflitutions,  all 
the  lands  tvithin  the  limits,  which  any 
particular  fociety  has  circumfcribed  around 
itfelf,  are  aflfumed  by  that  fociety,  and 
'fubjecl  to  their  allotment  only.  This  may 
be  done  by  themfelves,  affembled  collec¬ 
tively,  or  by  their  legiflature,  to  whom 
they  may  have  delegated  fovereign  autho¬ 
rity  y  and,  if  they  are  alloted  in  neither  of 
thefe  ways,  each  individual  of  the  fociety 
may  appropriate  to  himlelf  fuch  lanQS  as 
he  finds  vacant,  and  occupancy  will  give 

liim  title. 

That,  in  order  to  enforce  the  arbitrary 
meafures  before  complained  of,  his  ma¬ 
jefty  has,  from  time  to  time,  fent  among 
us  large  bodies  of  armed  forces,  not  made 

up  of  the  people  here,  nor  raifed  by  the 

authority 
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authority  of  our  laws.  Did  his  majefty 
poffefs  fucha  right  as  this,  it  might  fv/allow 
up  all  our  other  rights  whenever  he  fhould 
■  think  proper.  But  his  majefty  has  no 
right  to  land  a  fingle  armed  man  on  our 
flrores,  and  thofe  whom  he  fends  here  are 
liable  to  our  laws  made  for  the  fuppreffion 
and  punifliment  of  riots,  routs,  and  un¬ 
lawful  aifemblies ;  or,  are  hoftile  bodies^ 
invading  us  in  defiance  of  law,  Whcji, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  late  war,  it  becam 


expedient  that  a  body  of  Hanoverian  troops 
fliould  be  brought  over  for  the  defence  of 
Great  Britain,  his  majefty’s  grandfather, 
our  late  fovereign,  did  not  pretend  to  in¬ 
troduce  them  under  any  authority  he  poD 
fcifed.  Such  a  meafure  Vv^ouid  have  given 
juft  alarm  to  his  fubjeds  in  Great  Britain, 
whofe  liberties  would  not  be  fafe,  if  armed 
men  of  another  country,  and  of  anOi# 
ther  fpirit,  might  be  brought  into  ths 
lealm  at  any  time,  without  the  confent  of 
their  legiilature.  He  therefore  applied  to 
parliament,  who  pafled  an  ad  for  that  pur- 

pofe, 
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pofe,  limiting  the  number  to  be  brought 
in,  and  the  time  they  were  to  continue. 
In  like  manner  is  his  majefty  retrained  in 
every  part  of  the  empire.  He  poffeffes, 
indeed,  the  executive  power  of  the  laws  in 
every  ftate ;  but  they  are  the  laws  of  the 
particular  ftate,  which  he  is  to  adminifter 
within  that  ftate,  and  not  thofe  of  any  one 
within  the  limits  of  another.  Every  ftate 
muft  judge  for  itfelf,  the  number  of  armed 
men  which  they  may  fafely  truft  among 
them,  of  whom  they  are  to  confift,  and 
under  what  reftridions  they  fhall  be  laid. 

To  render  thefc  proceedings  ftill  more 
criminal  againft  our  laws,  inftead  of  fub- 
jeding  the  military  to  the  civil  powers, 
his  majefty  has  exprefsly  made  the  civil 
Tubordinate  to  the  military.  But,  can  his 
majefty  thus  put  down  all  law  under  his 
-feet  ?  Can  he  ered  a  power  fuperior  to 
that  which  ereded  himfelf  ?  He  has  done 
it  indeed  by  force,  but  let  him  remember, 
'  that  force  cannot  give  right. 

That 
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That  thefe  are  our  grievances^  which 
we  have  thus  laid  before  his  majefty,  with 
that  freedom  of  language  and  fentiment 
which  becomes  a  free  people  claiming  their 
rights,  as  derived  from  the  laws  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  not  as  the  gift  of  their  chief  ma- 
giftrate  :  let  thofe  flatter  who  fear ;  it  is 
not  an  American  art.  To  give  praife 
which  is  not  due,  might  be  well  from  the 
venal,  but  would  ill  befeem  thofe  who  are 
aflhrting  the  rights  of  human  nature.  They 
know,  and  will  therefore  fay,  that  kings 
are  the  fervants,  not  the  proprietors  of  the 
people.  Open  your  breafl,  Sire,  to  libe¬ 
ral  and  expanded  thought.  Let  not  the 
name  of  George  the  Third  be  a  blot  in  the 
page  of  hiftory.  You  are  furrounded  by 
Britifli  counfellors,  but  remember  that 
they  are  parties.  You  have  no  minifters 
for  American  affairs,  becaufe  you  have 
none  taken  from  among  us,  nor  amenable 
to  the  laws  on  wLich  they  are  to  give  you 
advice.  It  behoves  you,  therefore,  to 
think  and  to  ad  for  yourfelf  and  your 

people. 


I 
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people.  The  great  principles  of  right  and 
wrong  are  legible  to  every  reader  ;  to  pur- 
fue  them,  requires  not  the  aid  of  many 
counfellors.  The  vvdiole  art  of  govern¬ 
ment  conlifls  in  the  art  of  being  honefl. 
Only  aim  to  do  your  duty,  and  mankind 
will  give  you  credit  where  you  fail.  No 
longer  perfevere  in  facrificing  the  rights  of 
one  part  of  the  empire  to  the  inordinate 
defires  of  another ;  but  deal  out  to  all 
equal  and  impartial  right.  Let  no  adl  be 
paffed  by  any  one  legiflature,  which  may 
infringe  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  ano¬ 
ther.  This  is  the  important  pof!:  in  which 
fortune  has  placed  you,  holding  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  a  great,  if  a  well  poifed  empire. 
This,  Sire,  is  the  advice  of  your  great 
American  council,  on  tlie  obfervance  of 
which,  may,  perhaps,  depend  your  feli¬ 
city  and  future  fame,  and  the  prefervation 
of  that  harmony,  which  alone  can  conti¬ 
nue  both  to  Great  Britain  and  America, 
the  reciprocal  advantages  of  their  connec¬ 
tion.  It  is  neither  our  wifh,  nor  our  in- 
2  tereft. 
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tereft-,  to  feparatc  from  her.  We  are -will¬ 
ing,  on  our  part,  to  facrifice  every  thing 
which  reafon  can  afk,  to  the  reftoration 
of  that  tranquility  for  which  all  rnuft  wifh. 
Gn  their  . part,  let  them  be  ready  to  efta- 
bliili  union  and  a  generous  plan.  Let  them 
name  their  terms,  but  let  them  be  juft. 
Accept  of  every  comrnercial  preference  it 
is  in  our  power  to  give  for  fuch  things  as 
we  can  raife  for  their  ufe,  or  they  make 
for  ours.  But  let  them  not  think  to  ex¬ 
clude  us  from  going  to  other  markets  to 
difpofe  of  thofe  commodities  which  they 
cannot  ufe,  or  to  fupply  thofe  wants  which 
they  cannot  fupply.  Still  lefs,  let  it  be 
propofed  that  our  properties  v/ithin  our 
own  territories,  ftiall  be  taxed  or  regu¬ 
lated  by  any  power  on  earth  but  our  own. 
The  God  who  gave  us  life,  gave  us  li¬ 
berty  at  the  fame  time  ^  the  hand  of  force 
may  deftroy,  but  cannot  disjoin  them. 
This,  Sire,  is  our  laft,  our  determined 
refolutionj  and  that  you  will  be  pleafed 

to  interpofe  with  that  efficacy  which  your 

earneft 
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earneft  endeavours  may  enfure  to  procure 
redrefs  of  thefe  our  great  grievances,  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  your  fubjefts  in  Britifh 
America,  againft  any  apprehenfions  of  fu¬ 
ture  encroachment,  to  eflablifh  fraternal 
love  and  harmony  through  the  whole  em¬ 
pire,'.  and  that  thefe  may  continue  to  the 
lateft  ages  of  time,  is  the  fervent'  prayer 
of  all  Brithh  America  ! 
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